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An advertising feature

Totalcontrol

This stunning contemporary home in Victoria features a HPM iCONTROL system, which manages everything from the
lights to the window cleaning system, the home theatre, and a sprinkler system to help fight bushfires.

Wiring a house for a
home automation
system after
construction had begun
was hard work, but the
results were worth it.

Challenging was how
Victorian-based home
automation system

installers Connected Living,
described the integration of
traditional wiring and an
iCONTROL system at a new
rural property near Plenty,
north-east of Melbourne.

Installed almost as an
afterthought, the system
was initially intended only
to control indoor and
outdoor lighting.

Traditional wiring had
already been installed when
Connected Living was
approached by the builder,
Edgebuild, to provide
automated lighting control
in the house.

Edgebuild's brief to
Connected Living was to
install a system that
displayed new trends in
home automation
technology in this state-of-
the-art, contemporary home.

Caught at just the right
time, Connected Living was
able to integrate traditional
wiring with iCONTROL to
allow the homeowner to dial
in via their phone from just
about anywhere to turn on
the air conditioning, spa,
lights, window washing
system for the floor-to-
ceiling feature windows, and
rooftop sprinklers for fire
protection. In an area
subject to bushfires,
sprinkler activation is no
handy little add-on feature,
but an essential means of

keeping the home safe
during periods when the
family is absent.

Built as the Watts family
home, Happy Hollow
features a contemporary
design utilising local stone
to highlight outdoor
elements including the
swimming pool and
waterfall.

``Half the house was
already built Ð the
electrician had to rerun
cables throughout the
house,'' Connected Living
spokesman Sasha Apel said.

``Of course, the ideal time
to put in automation is from
the planning stage, well
before you build. However,
the retrofit that was
necessary to integrate
traditional technology with
iCONTROL proved
to be fairly straight
forward.''

Edgebuild
director Michael
Watts is a very
happy man and
feedback on the
system has been
very positive.

``We're now using
it extensively in
current projects,''
Mr Watts said.

``You can quickly
see the advantages
of iCONTROL.
Originally, I
wanted only a very
limited system, but
gradually we added more
features.

``Once you use it you no
longer regard it as a luxury
but a necessity. The best
feature is that you can
change any of the functions
at any stage Ð you just have

to alter the
computer
programme.''

Mr Watts said
that initially the
family wanted to
expand the
system to turn on
the air
conditioner by
phone as well as
using the timer,

and to turn on the spa so it
was ready upon arriving
home.

``Home automation is
something that more and
more people building their
own homes are considering.
I wanted to build a home
that showcased this
technology, that I can now
show prospective home
builders,'' he said.

HPM's iCONTROL home
automation system
combines and controls the
subsystems around the
home such as lighting,
security, and energy
management.

The systems are
extremely flexible

permitting devices to be
added, replaced or upgraded
at any time, providing a
bespoke system which
allows individuals to choose
the functions they want
their own system to
maintain in their home.

iCONTROL uses the
latest technology to create
sophisticated systems, all
engineered and
manufactured by HPM, one
of Australia's leading
electrical companies.

ä More information is
available at www.hpmtech
.com.au or by phoning
1300 555 476.

Get in the swim
with new spa and
pool technology
Clever technology

doesn't have to be
confined to inside a

home to make life easier.
There are plenty of high-
tech ways to ensure your
pool or spa is a smart place
to spend time.

Various Australian
suppliers of pool blankets
and rollers now use the
UltraDome Bubble
manufacturing process.
UltraDome technology was
recently recognised as Most
Innovative New Product by
the Swimming Pool and Spa
Association of NSW. An
UltraDome solar pool
blanket will warm a pool by
up to 8 deg. Ð for free Ð
offering months more
swimming time. It will also
almost completely stop
evaporation Ð saving up to
a staggering 10,000 litres of
water a month in summer.

Another Swimming Pool
and Spa Association award-

winning product is the
Dolphin Orbit pool cleaner.
The Orbit scrubs, sweeps,
vacuums and filters dirt from
your pool, helping to extend
the life of your filtration
equipment.

A funky way of saying
`mood lighting',
chromatherapy involves
filling a spa with different
coloured lights. The theory is
that certain colours can
affect a person's mood in a
certain way. There's also a
huge range of LED lights
that can fill your spa with
other effects.

You can turn your spa into
a home entertainment centre
with a pop-up, flat screen
television. By mounting
special equipment to the
underside of the tub, you
can also turn your spa into a
huge loudspeaker, not just
hearing the music, but
feeling it too.

Woodfired 
Pizza Ovens

. . . an investment 
in lifestyle

The Alfresco
Courtyard 
Oven

Prospect Timber & Landscape Supplies Pty Ltd, 
65 Meander Valley Highway, Prospect, Tas. 7250

Ph. 6340 1518  Fax 6340 1519

www.ptls.com.au
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PLANTATION
SHUTTERS

· Internal and external
· Made to measure
· Available in a great range 

of colours
· Call for a FREE measure 

and quote


